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Question: Whether a Circuit Judge who formerly served as Commonwealth's
Attorney may comply with a Parole Board's rule that the
prosecutor write a letter saying he has no objection to
a convicted felon being given an early Parole Board review.

Answer: The Judicial Ethics Code does not prohibit a Judge from
complying with a Parole Board Rule.

The Judicial Ethics Committee was asked to decide whether a Circuit
Judge who had formerly served as a Commonwealth's Attorney was prohibited
from complying with a Parole Board rule that the prosecutor write a
letter saying he has no objection to a convicted felon being given
as early Parole Board review. The Committee finds that such a letter
does not constitute a letter of recommendation so as to be governed
by Judicial Ethics Opinion JE-74 and the judge is not being asked to
serve as a character witness as prohibited by Canon 2B. The Judicial
Ethics Code does not prohibit a judge from complying with a Parole

Board rule.
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